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May 2nd, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

£16.99 / $20.00 AUDIO

978 1 78689 484 7

A heart-stopping thriller 

of female friendship, 

deadly secrets and 

a night out that goes 

horribly wrong

THE LAST NIGHT OUT
Catherine O‘Connell
Six friends. Three secrets. One murder.

Maggie is destined to marry the perfect man in two weeks. 
Desperate for a last wild night on the town before the big 
day, she gathers six friends for a night to remember.

Only things go wrong, horribly wrong.

Angie’s body is found in the park the following morning 
and the night to remember quickly becomes a nightmare 
they wish they could forget. Under police scrutiny, how far 
will Maggie and her friends go to keep their secrets - far 
enough to protect a killer?

‘A hell of a storyteller, a master of plot, a tart observer of the 
social scene’ —Frank McCourt

‘O’Connell's wry observations on the rich are hugely 
entertaining’ —Chicago Sun Times

Catherine O‘Connell divides her time between Chicago and 
Aspen, and sits on the board of Aspen Words, a literary centre 
whose aim is to support writers and reach out to readers. She 
is also a member of Mystery Writers of America and Sisters in 
Crime. Catherine has appeared on ABC, NBC, CBS, the Cox 
network and numerous radio shows including WGN Radio’s 
Sunday Papers with Rick Kogan.

Foreign rights for The Last Night Out have already been sold in 
France, Italy, Germany, Brazil, Portugal and Spain.

@cathyinaspen  
catherineoconnell.net 
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THE SAVAGE SHORE
David Hewson 
The ’Ndrangheta is a ruthless mafia organisation, one of 
the richest and most powerful organised crime groups 
in the world. Completely impenetrable to outsiders, 
merciless when crossed, they run the savage Calabrian 
coast of Italy, their influence everywhere.

So why has the head of this feared mob, Lo Spettro, 
offered to turn state witness?

Detective Nic Costa is sent deep into the mountains 
to infiltrate this mafia family, with Lo Spettro's help. 
With a new identity, Nic becomes one of their own. 
But one slip-up would mean the end not just for the 
investigation, but for Nic, and his whole team.

‘Hewson keeps one guessing, perplexed and horrified . . . 
Absolutely super’ —Los Angeles Times

‘Hewson’s inventiveness never flags’ —Sunday Times

‘Hewson’s style is tight, lean, almost like a film script’ —Express

‘Hewson is a daunting talent . . . who effortlessly keeps 
thrills coming a mile a minute’ —Jeffery Deaver

David Hewson is a former journalist with The Times, The 
Sunday Times and the Independent. He is the author of more 
than twenty-five novels including his Rome-based Nic Costa 
series which has been published in fifteen languages. He has 
also written three acclaimed adaptations of the Danish TV series, 
The Killing. 

@david_hewson  
davidhewson.com/blog

May 2nd, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

 978 1 78689 485 4

In this compelling  

Italian mystery,  

Detective Nic Costa  

is sent to infiltrate the 

mob on the remote 

Calabrian coast
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THE LIAR IN THE 
LIBRARY
Simon Brett
Fethering has everything a sleepy coastal town should: 
snug English pubs, cosy cottages, a little local library – 
and the occasional murder . . .

A bestselling author with a soaring ego and wandering 
hands has come to town, but he won’t be leaving. Jude is 
the prime suspect; she was, after all, the last person to slap 
Burton St Clair alive. If she is to prove her innocence she 
will have to dust off her detective skills, recruit her prim 
and proper friend (and partner-in-sleuthing) Carole, and 
together they must find the real culprit.

‘A new Simon Brett is an event for mystery fans’ —P. D. James

‘One of the wittiest crime writers around’ —Antonia Fraser

‘Simon Brett writes the kind of good whodunits that could 
have been written fifty years ago . . . and he has a sly sense 
of humour’ —Times

‘Simon Brett is one of British crime’s most assured 
craftsmen, with idiosyncratic characters proving winning 
creations . . . Crime writing just like in the good old days, 
and perfect entertainment’ —Guardian

Simon Brett worked as a producer in radio and television 
before taking up writing full-time. He was awarded an OBE in the 
2016 New Year’s Honours ‘for services to literature’ and was also 
elected a Fellow of the Royal Society of Literature. In 2014 he 
won the CWA’s prestigious Diamond Dagger for an outstanding 
body of work.

simonbrett.com

June 6th, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

 978 1 78689 486 1

In the sleepy English 

village of Fethering, an 

author event at the local 

library ends in murder 

and it’s up to amateur 

sleuths Carole and Jude 

to solve the case
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THE SUFFERING OF 
STRANGERS
Caro Ramsay 
DI Costello faces a disturbing child abduction case; a six-
week-old has been stolen and replaced with another baby. 
The swap took cold and meticulous planning, so Costello 
treads the seedy, Glaswegian backstreets for answers. She’s 
convinced that more than one young life is at stake.

Promoted into the Cold Case Unit, Colin Anderson 
reviews the unsolved rape of a young mother, whose 
attacker is still out there. Each case pulls Anderson and 
Costello in the same direction and, as their paths keep 
crossing, they begin to suspect their separate cases are 
dangerously entwined.

‘Ramsay handles her characters with aplomb, the dialogue 
crackles and the search for the killer has surprising twists 
and turns’ —Observer

‘A taut, shattering, mesmerising page-turner’ —Booklist

Caro Ramsay is the Glaswegian author of the critically 
acclaimed DI Anderson and DS Costello series. The ninth book in 
the series, The Suffering of Strangers has been longlisted for the 
McIlvanney Prize.

caroramsay.co.uk

June 6th, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

 978 1 78689 644 5

When a child abduction 

and sexual assault case 

overlap, Glaswegian 

police team Costello and 

Anderson team up to 

crack the cases
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SIGN OF THE CROSS
Glenn Cooper
Abruzzo, Italy: a young priest suffers the stigmata of the 
crucifixion.

The Vatican, Rome: the Pope calls on Harvard professor 
Cal Donovan to investigate the truth of the priest’s claim.

Berlin, Germany: a neo-Nazi organisation believes the 
priest is the key to an earth-shattering secret. A secret that 
can be used as a deadly weapon.

When the priest is abducted, a perilous race against 
the clock begins. Only Cal can track down the ruthless 
organisation and stop it, before an apocalyptic catastrophe 
is unleashed.

Glenn Cooper chairs a media company, Lascaux Media, which 
produced three independent feature-length films. His debut novel, 
The Library of the Dead, became an international bestseller and 
was translated into thirty languages. All of his seven published 
books have become top-ten international best-sellers.

@GlennCooper  
glenncooperbooks.com

July 4th, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

£16.99 / $20.00 AUDIO

978 1 78689 487 8

Harvard professor  

Cal Donovan faces a 

ruthless secret society 

in the first of a gripping 

religious conspiracy 

thriller series
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THE GIRL IN THE 
WOODS
Patricia MacDonald
‘I have to tell you something . . . I did something bad.’

Fifteen years ago, Blair’s best friend Molly was murdered. 
Fifteen years ago, Adrian Jones went to prison for it. 
Fifteen years ago, the real killer got away with it.

And now, Blair’s terminally ill sister has made a devastating 
deathbed confession, which could prove that the wrong man 
has been imprisoned for years – and that Molly’s killer is 
still out there. Blair’s determined to find him, but the story 
behind Molly’s death is more twisted than she could imagine. 
If she isn’t careful, the killer will ensnare her and bury Blair 
with his secret.

‘MacDonald . . . writes gripping suspense with strong, 
resilient female lead characters’ —Booklist

Patricia MacDonald is an internationally-bestselling author 
of thrilling suspense. Her previous novels include Suspicious 
Origin, Stranger in the House, Not Guilty, and the Edgar Award-
nominated The Unforgiven.

July 4th, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

£16.99 / $20.00 AUDIO

978 1 78689 488 5

A deathbed 

confession has chilling 

consequences in this 

gripping psychological 

suspense novel
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DARK QUEEN RISING
Paul Doherty 
London, 1471. The War of the Roses rages on . . .

Edward of York has claimed the English throne and his 
Yorkist supporters gleefully slaughter their adversaries; 
there’s no mercy for anyone who supported the 
Lancastrian cause.

Margaret Beaufort – mother of Henry Tudor, the only 
hope for the House of Lancaster – knows her enemies are 
closing in. Desperate for help she turns to Christopher 
Urswicke for protection. But when ruthless scheming and 
pitiless killings are the only routes to survival, Urswicke will 
have to choose where his loyalties truly lie.

‘Doherty, the master of the historical whodunit’ —Booklist

‘Doherty excels in grafting a fair-play whodunit onto actual 
historical events’ —Publishers Weekly

Paul Doherty has written over 100 books and was awarded 
the Herodotus Award, for lifelong achievement for excellence 
in the writing of historical mysteries by the Historical Mystery 
Appreciation Society. His books have been translated into more 
than twenty languages and include the historical mysteries of 
Brother Athelstan and Hugh Corbett.

paulcdoherty.com

August 1st, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

£16.99 / $20.00 AUDIO

978 1 78689 489 2

The first in an  

engrossing historical 

mystery series featuring 

Margaret Beaufort, 

mother of King Henry VII 

and matriarch of  

the Tudor dynasty
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OLD BONES
Cynthia Harrod-Eagles 
‘You can’t upset anyone looking into old bones.’

DCI Bill Slider’s out of favour in the force – for accusing 
a senior Met officer of covering up an underage sex ring. 
As a punishment, he’s given a cold case to keep him busy: 
some old bones to rake through, found buried in a back 
garden, from a murder that happened two decades ago, and 
with most of the principal players already dead.

Surely Bill Slider can’t unearth anything new or shocking 
with these tired old bones?

‘Cynthia Harrod-Eagles has done a good job of making her 
hero a no-nonsense, everyday kind of bloke – readers who 
enjoy the subtle nuances of flawed reality will again relish 
her pace and polish’ —Chicago Tribune

‘The British police procedural remains one of the richest 
subgenres in crime fiction and Harrod-Eagles’s Bill 
Slider series has quietly worked its way close to the top of 
the heap’ —Booklist

‘Harrod-Eagles graces her narrative with a quiet wit that makes 
the book a pleasure to read’ —Publishers Weekly Starred Review

Cynthia Harrod-Eagles is the author of over 90 books, 
including the internationally acclaimed Bill Slider mysteries and 
her Morland Dynasty series, which has sold over 100,000 copies.

cynthiaharrodeagles.com

August 1st, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

978 1 78689 490 8

DCI Bill Slider turns a 

cold case red hot in 

this engrossing police 

procedural set in 

contemporary London
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A RUSTLE OF SILK
Alys Clare
The First Gabriel Taverner mystery

Devon, 1607. Gabriel Taverner, former ship’s surgeon 
turned country physician, is called to examine a rotting 
body found impaled on a blade. Identifying the corpse 
seems a hopeless task and the death is declared a suicide.

But Gabriel is not satisfied and re-examines the body – 
making the first of a series of shocking discoveries that will 
lead him deep into the dark underbelly of the lucrative silk 
trade. As he investigates, Gabriel realises that not only was 
the death a murder – but even worse, he had a personal 
connection with the corpse.

‘Gripping . . . Vividly evokes seventeenth-century Devon. 
Characters who are complex individuals complement the 
well-paced and pleasantly twisty plot’ —Publishers Weekly

‘An engaging cast and plenty of genuine suspense will keep 
historical mystery devotees firmly in Clare’s corner’  

—Booklist Starred Review

Alys Clare is the pseudonym of Elizabeth Harris, who has over 
20 published novels.

September 5th, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

 978 1 78689 479 3

Introducing Dr Gabriel 

Taverner in the first of a 

gripping series of British 

mysteries set in early 

seventeenth-century Devon
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LOOSE TONGUES
Chris Simms 
What’s wrong, killer got your tongue?

It’s DC Sean Blake’s first week on the job, but already he 
faces a series of brutal and bizarre killings: women are 
being strangled in their homes, each with a mobile phone 
forced down their throat. There are never any signs of a 
struggle or forced entry. The Greater Manchester Police 
have no leads.

Blake can’t afford to waste any time – even as he picks apart 
the disturbing motive behind the murders, the case takes a 
turn for the personal. Can he stop the killer before another 
woman is silenced forever?

‘Chris Simms has never shown any reluctance to chill the 
blood of the reader’ —Good Book Guide

Chris Simms’ novels include the DI John Spicer and the DC 
Iona Khan series. His books have received nominations for Crime 
Writers’ Association Daggers and the Theakston’s Crime Novel of 
the Year award.

@SimmsComment  
chrissimms.info

September 5th, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

£16.99 / $20.00 AUDIO

 978 1 78689 492 2

Newly-qualified  

DC Sean Blake tackles 

a series of bizarre and 

brutal killings in his first 

week on the Greater 

Manchester Police force

DRAFT
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DEADLY DANCE
Hilary Bonner
DI David Vogel is first on the scene when Melanie Cooke’s 
bruised and strangled body is discovered in Bristol’s red-
light district. The evidence points to Melanie’s father being 
the killer, but Vogel’s on edge. The quick arrest is too easy, 
too straightforward.

When two new murders are reported, Vogel’s team broaden 
the search: new evidence suggests that there are three 
different, disturbed criminals. Any one of them could 
have killed Melanie, but which one did? Vogel’s team inch 
towards the answer, never suspecting that the killer is 
watching them too, waiting for his moment to strike.

‘Fully fleshed characters, a masterfully constructed plot, 
and a shock ending make for a gripping read’ —Booklist

‘Gripping . . . will draw in admirers of Peter James and Val 
McDermid’ —Library Journal

Hilary Bonner was previously the showbusiness editor of the 
Mail on Sunday and the Daily Mirror. She lives in Somerset with 
her partner, the actress, Amanda Barrie.

@Hilary_Bonner  
hilarybonner.com/blog.html

October 3rd, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

978 1 78689 493 9

A fascinating 

psychological suspense 

novel – the first in a new 

series featuring Bristol-

based detective DI Vogel
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MAN ON ICE
Humphrey Hawksley 
Special agent Captain Rake Ozenna watches as a fleet of 
Russian military helicopters head straight for his home. 
His tiny Alaskan island, with a population of just eighty. 
What he doesn’t know yet, is why.

Russia is playing a dangerous political game, reclaiming 
Rake’s island as their own, even if it antagonises the US. 
Caught in the crosshairs of sabre-rattling big powers, Rake 
is determined to save his people and his island, even if it 
costs him his life.

‘Hawksley’s excellent idea is to move the battleground 
from Eastern Europe to the Arctic north. When a maverick 
Russian commander decides to occupy a tiny American 
island in the Bering Strait, there’s only one man who can 
prevent the situation from escalating into a nuclear war: 
Rake Ozenna of the elite Eskimo Scouts’ —John Williams, 
Thriller of the Week – Mail on Sunday

‘This one keeps you intrigued, ready for the gut punch . . . 
authentic settings, non-stop action’—Steve Berry

‘Hawksley, a foreign correspondent for the BBC, 
understands the backroom nature of international power 
and the nagging issue of ordinary folk who just don't 
recognise what's good for them’ —Booklist

Humphrey Hawksley is a foreign correspondent for the 
BBC, a regular speaker and panellist at Intelligence Squared 
and the Royal Geographical Society, and many literary festivals. 
Hawksley’s writing has appeared in the Guardian, The Times, 
Financial Times and International Herald Tribune. Hawksley’s 
television documentaries include The Curse of Gold and 
Bitter Sweet, Aid Under Scrutiny, Old Man Atom and Danger: 
Democracy at Work

@hwhawksley  
humphreyhawksley.com

October 3rd, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

£16.99 / $20.00 AUDIO

978 1 78689 494 6

A contemporary political 

thriller set in the snows 

of Alaska, where one 

incident could trigger the 

outbreak of a global war
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THE SHIVERING TURN
Sally Spencer
Oxford, 1974. When seventeen-year-old Linda Corbet 
goes missing, the police dismiss her as an obvious runaway. 
Only Jennie Redhead, recently driven out of Oxford’s 
police force, is prepared to dig deeper.

She suspects that something truly dark and depraved 
drove Linda from her beloved home and doting parents. 
Jennie’s investigation leads her to a secret Oxford society 
and to a clandestine world of violence, excess and desire, 
hidden behind the city’s dreaming spires.

‘Spencer scores another top-notch hit with this new series, 
which features her usual skillful writing, clever plotting, 
and intriguing characters’ —Booklist

‘Even a routine procedural isn't quite so routine in 
Spencer's deft hands’ —Kirkus Reviews

Sally Spencer is a pen name for husband-and-wife team, 
Alan and Lanna Rustage. Sally Spencer is the author of the Sam 
Blackstone mysteries and the DCI Monika Paniatowski mysteries.

@SallySpencerebk  
sallyspencer.com

November 7th, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

978 1 78689 495 3 

First in a new private 

investigator mystery 

series, an Oxford secret 

society is exposed 

after the murder of a 

seventeen-year-old girl
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MR CAMPION’S 
FAREWELL
Mike Ripley
A Margery Allingham Campion mystery

Strange things happen in the picture-postcard English 
village of Lindsay Carfax. When a young man falls into a 
quarry, it takes nine days to find the body. When rowdy 
hippies descend on the village, they’re given nine days to 
leave. When an outspoken schoolmaster is kidnapped for 
nine days, he stays eerily quiet after his release.

Now Albert Campion has come to town – and he means 
to investigate all this strangeness. But whoever is behind 
the unusual goings-on quickly makes it very clear that 
his nosing around is not welcome. Undeterred by 
threats, Campion is determined to expose the criminal 
masterminds hiding in this sleepy village.

‘England's funniest crime writer’ —The Times

‘He’s produced a whimsical, delightful, witty, entertaining book 
that's part Jeeves and Wooster, part Laurel and Hardy, and part 
Miss Marple . . . Charming and full of surprises’ —Booklist

Mike Ripley is the author of the award-winning ‘Angel’ series 
of comedy thrillers which have twice won the CWA Last Laugh 
Award. Described as ‘England’s funniest crime writer’ (Times), 
he is also a respected critic of crime fiction, writing for the Daily 
Telegraph, The Guardian, Times. He writes a hugely respected 
monthly review column for Shots Magazine. 

Ripley first learned of the final unfinished Campion novel when he 
was a guest speaker at the Margery Allingham Society’s annual 
convention. He offered – and received the Margery Allingham 
Society’s blessing – to complete the manuscript on the adventures of 
Albert Campion, who Ripley describes as ‘one of the brightest stars 
in the rich firmament of British crime writing’.

November 7th, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

978 1 78689 496 0

Margery Allingham’s 

Albert Campion returns 

in a sharply written 

Golden Age mystery



15

REBELLION’S 
MESSAGE
Michael Jecks 
London, 1554. Light-fingered Jack Blackjack wakes in 
a tavern’s yard with a sore head, his knife smeared with 
blood and a dead stranger lying beside him. Jack may have 
robbed the man but he’s certain that he didn’t kill him.

Unfortunately, the man’s purse contains something much 
more valuable than money and, as the prime suspect for the 
murder, everyone is on Jack’s tail. He needs to get out of 
the city, and fast, but a rebel army is marching on London: 
the bridge is blocked and every gate manned. Trapped in 
the city, Jack must avoid being caught long enough to find 
the real murderer.

‘A master of caustic tone and well-observed detail, Jecks 
keeps the suspense at a steady boil as his well-rounded 
characters fight for a corner in tumultuous London with 
humor and even humanity’ —Publishers Weekly

Michael Jecks’ books have won wide acclaim in the UK and 
abroad, and been shortlisted for prizes such as the Theakstons 
Old Peculier Crime Novel of the Year Award. His Medieval West 
Country mysteries have sold over 185,000 copies. Jecks has 
been the organiser of the Crime Writers’ Association’s Debut 
Dagger and a judge for the CWA Ian Fleming Steel Dagger. In 
2016 he was honoured to be elected as Hon. Secretary of the 
prestigious Detection Club.

@MichaelJecks  
michaeljecks.co.uk

December 5th, 2019

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

978 1 78689 497 7

Introducing Tudor  

cutpurse and adventurer 

Jack Blackjack in the first 

of a historical mystery 

series set in 1550s London
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A SHAMEFUL 
MURDER
Cora Harrison 
Ireland, 1923. The country has been torn apart by the 
War of Independence and is now in the throes of sectarian 
violence and severe flooding. But Mother Aquinas knows 
that not all floods cleanse the deeds of humanity . . .

When a body washes up at her convent chapel dressed in 
evening finery, she immediately suspects foul play. The 
overstretched police force may be ready to dismiss the 
case as accidental drowning, but strangulation marks on 
the girl’s throat tell a grimmer story. Mother Aquinas 
wants justice for the girl – and won’t let a murderer slip 
away unpunished under the cover of war.

‘Compassionate and wise, the Reverend Mother is a 
strong and distinctive character, who works among the 
poor and understands their plight. Recommend for 
Dicey Deere fans or readers who enjoy M.C. Beaton and 
Carol Higgins Clark’ —Library Journal

‘Harrison combines a savvy detective and a setting fraught with 
intrigue and tension for another winner’ —Publishers Weekly

‘Outstanding’ —Booklist

Cora Harrison has written over 50 book for adults and children, 
including the Burren mysteries. She lives near the Burren in the 
west of Ireland.

coraharrison.com

December 5th, 2019
 

£8.99 / $14.00 PAPERBACK
£4.79 / $9.99 EBOOK  

978 1 78689 498 4

Introducing a new, Irish 

historical mystery series 

set in war-torn 1920s 

Cork, featuring the 

savvy amateur sleuth 

Mother Aquinas
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105b Prins Mauritssingel
3043 PE Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands
+31 (10) 415-4250
Fax +31 (10) 415 1128 
anita.zih@azabs.nl

India, Bangladesh & Nepal
Penguin Random House India
7th Floor Infinity Tower
DLF Cyber City, Phase III
Gurgaon 122002
Haryana, India
+91 (124) 4785600 
PRH_Business@penguinrandomhouse.in

Middle East and Asia
Steph Scott
07889 407899
Steph.Scott@canongate.co.uk

Singapore and Malaysia
Pansing Distribution Pte Ltd, 
1 New Industrial Road Times 
Centre, Singapore, 536196          
(65) 6319 9939
Steph.Scott@canongate.co.uk

USA – Distribution
Publishers Group West
1700 Fourth Street
Berkeley
California 94710
510-809-3700 
info@pgw.com

USA – Publicity
Cursor Marketing Services
Emily Cook
emily@thinkcursor.com
Richard Nash
rnash@rnash.com

Canada
Publishers Group Canada
300-76 Stafford St.
Toronto, Ontario
Canada, M6J 2S1
416-934-9900
info@pgcbooks.ca

Latin America & Caribbean
James Papworth
Publishers’ Consultancy and 
Sales Representation
Itsabook
20 Monro Drive, 
Guildford GU2 9PS
0802848778
papworthjames@gmail.com
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Discover more at:  
blackthornbooks.com  

@blackthornbks


